AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Proclamations Proc. 8619

Proclamation 8619 of December 21, 2010

National Mentoring Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across our Nation, mentors steer our youth through challenging times and
support their journey into adulthood. During National Mentoring Month,
we honor these important individuals who unlock the potential and nur-
ture the talent of our country, and we encourage more Americans to reach
out and mentor young people in their community.

The dedication of mentors has helped countless young men and women
succeed when they might have otherwise fallen short of their full potential.
Mentors can provide a steady presence and share their valuable knowledge
and experiences. Even brief amounts of quality time set aside by these com-
passionate adults can have a lasting impact on the development of a child.
Mentors can also support the lessons of parents and teachers by encour-
aging students to complete their schoolwork and by instilling enduring val-
ues of commitment and persistence. From coaches to community leaders,
tutors to trusted friends, mentors are working with today’s youth to de-
velop tomorrow’s leaders.

We know the difference that a responsible, caring adult can make in a
child’s life. Effective mentoring programs can result in better school attend-
ance, positive student attitudes, and a reduced likelihood of initiating drug
and alcohol use. Across the Federal Government, we have provided re-
sources to expand mentoring opportunities for America’s young people. We
are increasing mentoring efforts in Native American and rural communities
and are working to ensure our investments are coordinated, effective, and
focused on those most in need. To help build healthy families and commu-
nities and provide our youth with strong role-models, I launched the Presi-
dent’s Fatherhood and Mentoring Initiative. First Lady Michelle Obama and
I have also established mentoring programs within the White House, pair-
ing staff with young men and women in the Washington, D.C., area. For
information and resources about mentoring opportunities, I encourage all
Americans to visit: www.Serve.gov/Mentor.

Many Americans have realized their promise because a mentor encouraged
them to reach for new heights and guided them along the path to achieve-
ment. The contributions of these engaged adults extend beyond the lives
they touch and have a lasting impact that strengthens our country and our
future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2011 as National
Mentoring Month. I call upon all public officials, business and community
leaders, educators, and Americans across the country to observe this month
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.
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Proc. 8620 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8620 of December 21, 2010
National Stalking Awareness Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Stalking is a serious and pervasive crime that affects millions of Americans
each year in communities throughout our country. Though we have gained
a better understanding of stalking and its prevalence since the passage of
the Violence Against Women Act in 1994, this dangerous and criminal be-
havior is still often mischaracterized as harmless. During Stalking Aware-
ness Month, we acknowledge the seriousness of stalking, we recognize its
impact on victims, and we recommit to reducing its incidence.

Persistent stalking and harassment can lead to serious consequences for
victims, whose lives may be upended by fear. Some victims may be forced
to take extreme measures to protect themselves, such as changing jobs, relo-
cating to a new home, or even assuming a new identity. Stalking can hap-
pen to anyone, and most victims are stalked by someone they know. Young
adults are particularly vulnerable, and women are at greater risk for stalk-
ing victimization than men.

Stalking can be a difficult crime to recognize. The majority of survivors do
not report stalking victimization to the police, in part because perpetrators
use a variety of tactics to intimidate and harass their victims. Increasingly,
stalkers use modern technology to monitor and torment their victims, and
one in four victims report some form of cyberstalking—such as threatening
emails or instant messaging—as part of their harassment.

My Administration is working across the Federal Government to protect
victims of violence and enable survivors to break the cycle of abuse or har-
assment. Stalking affects too many Americans to remain a hidden crime,
and a strong stand is required in order to both support victims and hold
perpetrators accountable.

As a Nation, we have made progress, but much work remains to respond
to this criminal behavior. We must work together to educate the public
about the potentially deadly nature of stalking, to encourage victims to seek
help, to inform criminal justice professionals about the intersection of
stalking and other dangerous crimes, and to support law enforcement in
their efforts.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2011 as National
Stalking Awareness Month. I call on all Americans to learn to recognize the
signs of stalking, acknowledge stalking as a serious crime, and urge those
impacted not to be afraid to speak out or ask for help. Let us also resolve
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